
Meet Vermont’s Naturalists
Samuel Williams ‘Autobiography’
I am Reverend Samuel Williams, born over three hundred years ago, on April 23, 1743, in Waltham, Massachusetts. I went to Harvard College and taught math and natural history there for eight years. I was also a minister in the Congregational Church. In 1788, the governor of Massachusetts appointed me surveyor of the state’s western boundary.

Later that year I left Harvard and went north to settle in Rutland, Vermont. No one knows exactly why I left Harvard, although there is a rumor that I committed forgery and was forced to leave. I prefer not to talk about it. In Rutland I was pastor of the Congregational Church as well as editor of the local newspaper, the Rutland Herald. I also taught classes at the new university in Burlington, the University of Vermont, and conducted many scientific experiments, in order to learn about the natural history of Vermont. One of my neighbors in Rutland described me as “the most enlightened man in the state”!

My most important achievement is the book I wrote about the history of Vermont, titled The Natural and Civil History of Vermont. It was almost four hundred pages long, and included a great deal of new scientific information about the Vermont landscape. My scientific experiments allowed me to observe changes in the climate, in the waterways and in animal populations. I was the first person to speculate that the changes may have been related to human activities, such as clearing the land. 
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