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Traveling Without Roads

Warship Study Questions

1. During the War of 1812, the United States was at war with the British, who had control of Canada. Why was it very important for American forces to protect Lake Champlain?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
2. In 1813, U. S. Navy officer Thomas MacDonough chose _______________, Vermont as his shipyard. Explain why he chose this site.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
3. General MacDonough’s shipwright Noah Brown was famous for building warships very quickly. With the help of his brother Adam, Noah Brown built the warship Eagle in only _________ days! Name two other ships built by Noah Brown for General MacDonough.
_______________________________________________________
4. Name two different types of commercial or private vessels that were turned into warships during the War of 1812. 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. How were these warships powered? _____________________________
6. The might of a warship is measured by the number and types of guns it carries. How many guns were on the largest warship ever built on Lake Champlain? 
_______________________________________________________

7. The largest warship on Lake Champlain was built by the British. In response, General MacDonough ordered the building of the ________________, which was a _____-gun brig with a crew of ________ men.
8. Describe what happened with General MacDonough took his fleet to battle at Plattsburgh.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. In 1981, underwater archeologists discovered the remains of the Eagle at the bottom of the southern part of Lake Champlain. What did they learn about the construction of the Eagle that helped explain how Noah and Adam Brown were able to build it so quickly?

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Make an illustration of a U. S. Navy warship, or make an illustration of the Battle of Plattsburgh.
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