Group members ____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
Traveling Without Roads

Steamboat Study Questions

1 . The first successful steamboat was launched in 1807. Where was it launched? Where the second successful steamboat launched?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How is a steamboat powered? Why were steamboats considered an improvement over sail-powered boats?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

3. About how long is a steamboat, in feet? Compare a steamboat to a small car, which is about 15 feet long. How many cars would you have to line up to equal the length of a steamboat?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. What did steamboats carry?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5. At first, many people believed that traveling by steamboat was dangerous. What do you think they were scared of?
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
6. The most famous steamboat accident was the burning of the Pheonix in 1819. What happened?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

7. Name three steamboats that traveled on Lake Champlain and the years they operated. If you can, name a steamboat captain as well.

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________

8. Look at the advertisement for the steamboat Vermont on page 17 of Lake Champlain’s Sailing Canal Boats by Arthur B. Cohn. If you wanted to travel from St. Johns, Québec to Burlington, Vermont, what time would you board the Vermont? At what time would you arrive in Burlington? Calculate the length of the trip in hours.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. Draw and label an illustration of a steamboat, or make an illustration of the interior of the S. S. Ticonderoga based on the description on page 106 of This Lake Alive! by Amy Demarest.
