Group members ____________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
Traveling Without Roads

Sailing Canal Boat Study Questions

1. What is a canal?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. What is a lock? Describe how it works. ___________________________
_______________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

3. The Champlain Canal opened in 1823, connecting Lake Champlain to the _________________  River. Before the Champlain Canal opened, farmers and merchants in the Champlain Valley shipped their goods north on Lake Champlain, toward Québec. After the Canal opened, goods from Champlain Valley went _________________ toward New York State.
4. Name the port cities at the northern and southern ends of the Champlain Canal.
northern port city ___________________________________________

southern port city ___________________________________________

5. Look carefully at the photograph on page 32 of Lake Champlain’s Sailing Canal Boats by Arthur B. Cohn. How is the boat in the picture being pulled through the canal?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
6. Passengers and freight, such as lumber, livestock, wheat and wool, were shipped south on Lake Champlain on commercial sailing vessels, and then transferred to standard canal boats at the port city of Whitehall, New York. Why were most sailing vessels unable to travel in the canals?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
7. Sailing canal boats had special adjustable masts and centerboards that allowed them to travel in the canal as well as on the open waters of the Lake. What adjustments had to be made to a sailing canal boat when it entered the canal?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Look at the examples of sailing canal boats on pages 38 – 41 of Lake Champlain’s Sailing Canal Boats. What was the name of the first sailing canal boat? What year was she built? 

​_______________________________________________________
10. Why would a Champlain Valley merchant want to ship his goods all the way to southern New York on a sailing canal boat, instead of transferring it from a steamboat to a standard canal boat at Whitehall?

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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