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Traveling Without Roads

Canoe Study Questions

1. People have traveled on Lake Champlain in canoes for thousands of years. Native peoples in the Champlain Valley traveled more often on water than on land! Can you guess why?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

2. How is a canoe powered? ____________________________________
3. Two types of wooden canoe were used on Lake Champlain: dugout and bark. Explain how each one is made.

Dugout canoe ____________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Bark canoe ______________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Which type of wooden canoe was heavier? ________________________
5. Which type was faster? _____________________________________
6. Which type came first? _____________________________________
7. Estimate the length and width of a dugout canoe. How does the size of a dugout canoe compare to the size of a small car, which is about 15 feet long and 7 feet wide? ___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Because they are small and lightweight, canoes can be used on streams and ponds as well as lakes and rivers. Name three different bodies of water in the Champlain Valley where you could use a canoe.
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
9. In 1609, the French explorer Samuel de Champlain and 60 Algonquin guides traveled south on Lake Champlain in canoes to engage in battle with the Iroquois living on the southern part of the Lake. Samuel de Champlain wrote in his journal in late July:

When evening came we embarked in our canoes to continue on our way; and as we were going very quietly, and without making any noise, on the twenty-ninth of the month we met the Iroquois at the end of a cape that projects into the lake on the west side...

Why was it important for the travelers in their canoes to “go very quietly”?
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
10. Make an illustration of a dugout or a bark canoe.  Name your vehicle!
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