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Traveling Without Roads

Bateau Study Questions

1. Bateau is originally a French word. What does it mean? _______________
2. Bateaux were usually powered by ______________, although sometimes they were rigged with one square sail.

3. What was the length of an average bateau? ________________________

How does the size of a bateau compare to a small car, which is about 15 feet long? How does the size of a bateau compare to that of an average dugout canoe (about 17 feet long and 2 feet wide)?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
4. The few Europeans in the Champlain Valley in the early 1700s used two types of water craft: canoes and bateaux. Both were easy to build. What advantage did bateaux have over canoes?
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. Bateaux are _______________-bottomed and _______________-ended. How does each of these qualities make them especially well-suited for shallow water?

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

6. Bateaux traveled easily on rivers and creeks as well as lakes. Name two bodies of water in the Champlain Valley on which bateaux probably traveled.
_______________________________________________________

7. The French, British and American armies constructed hundreds of bateaux to use as ‘cargo vessels’ during the French and Indian Wars, the American Revolution and the War of 1812. What do you think the bateaux carried?

_______________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
8. Bateaux were easy to build and to operate: most any carpenter could construct a bateau quickly and cheaply out of local wood, and anyone with strong arms and back could steer it. Why were these qualities especially important during wartime?

_______________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________

9. By the end of the War of 1812, the Lake Champlain had become an important commercial transportation route. In the years to follow, most commercial cargo was shipped on sailing vessels such as sloops and schooners or on steamboats. Why were these vessels preferable to bateaux?

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Make an illustration of a bateau.
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