Creating a Timeline
Five Events in Vermont History
1. 29 July 1609 The Algonquins, with Samuel de Champlain, encounter the Iroquois near Ticonderoga, New York

A group of Native Americans from the Algonquin as well as Huron and Montagnais tribes guide the French explorer Samuel de Champlain on a tour of Lake Champlain, ultimately leading him to a confrontation with their common enemy the Iroquois on the western shores of the Lake. Champlain killed the Iroquois chief with one clean shot from his arquebus, thus introducing the natives to the methods of European warfare. The Iroquois retreated and Champlain claimed the Lake for New France.
2. 1759-1760 British soldiers built Crown Point Road during the French and Indian Wars

British soldiers built the Crown Point Military Road from Chimney Point in Addison, Vermont to the Connecticut River across from Charlestown, New Hampshire, largely following a native path along Otter Creek. Although originally intended for military purposes, the Crown Point Road later became the major artery for settlers moving into the Champlain Valley from southern New England.

[1791 Vermont becomes the 14th state]
3. 1823 Champlain Canal is completed

The Champlain Canal, built between Whitehall and Waterford, New York (on the Hudson River) forever changes commercial activity on the Lake. Previously all goods flowed north with the Lake toward Quebec; with the completion of the Champlain Canal, Vermont products such as lumber, marble, maple sugar, grain, flax, sheep and cattle made their way to southern markets. The new route is cheaper and faster than the older northern route, and leads to a period of great commercial success for Champlain Valley merchants and producers.

4. 1830s and 40s Vermonters migrate West

Vermonters seeking an easier life in the flat, fertile plains of the West sell their land, board the trains and head toward the frontier to start anew. The largest migration from Vermont occurs in the 1830s. By 1850, almost 100,000 Vermonters live outside the state. Many of them have moved to Minnesota, Wisconsin and other Middle American states with better agricultural prospects.

5. 1864 Man and Nature is published

Naturalist George Perkins Marsh publishes his book Man and Nature, in which he is one the first people to describe the effects of deforestation on the landscape and animal populations of Vermont.
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