Name _________________________________

Meet Vermont’s Naturalists

Instructions In the quotes below, naturalists Samuel Williams and George Perkins Marsh describe the effects of deforestation. Read each quote carefully and decide if they are talking about change in wildlife population, soil erosion, or climate change. Write your choice in the blank after the quote.
In 1794, Samuel Williams says:

1. “As the settlements increase, these effects become more general, and extensive: The cold decreases, the earth and air becomes more warm; and the whole temperature of the climate, becomes more equal, uniform and moderate.”

______________________________
2. “Many of the small streams and brooks are dried up: Mills, which at the first settlement of the country, were plentifully supplied with water from small rivers, have ceased to be useful.”

______________________________

3. “In those parts of the country which have been long settled and cultivated, the snows have been declining for many years.”

______________________________

4. “The beaver has deserted all the southern parts of Vermont, and is now to be found only in the most northern, and uncultivated parts of the state.”

______________________________

In 1865, George Perkins Marsh says:
5. “With the disappearance of the forest, all is changed… At one season, the earth parts with its warmth by radiation to an open sky--receives, at another, an immoderate heat from the unobstructed rays of the sun. Hence the climate becomes excessive.”

______________________________
6. “...The vernal and autumnal rains, and the melting snows for winter, no longer intercepted and absorbed by the leaves or the open soil of the woods, but falling everywhere upon a comparatively hard and even surface, flow swiftly over smooth ground, washing away the vegetable mould...”

______________________________

7. “In like manner, the moose, the deer, the catamount, the wolf, the lynx, the beaver, the vast flocks of pigeons and water fowl, and other birds of passage, which bore so important a relation to the nutrition and sports of our fathers, are now almost unknown to the natural history of Vermont.”

______________________________
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