Meet Vermont’s Naturalists
George Perkins Marsh ‘Autobiography’
My name is George Perkins Marsh. I was born in Woodstock, Vermont near the Connecticut River, in 1801. That's over two hundred years ago! I loved to read, but my eyesight was poor and reading was difficult, so I spent most of my time outside. My father was a lawyer who also loved the outdoors, and he taught me the names of trees, birds and animals. Woodstock was an important farming community then, so most of the forest had been cut down for farms.

I went to Dartmouth College in New Hampshire and was the youngest member of my class. While at Dartmouth I learned to speak six different languages! Later I taught classes about the history of languages at schools in New England. I was also elected to be United States Congressman in 1835, and later served in other government offices. I traveled in Europe and learned many more languages.

Unfortunately, I also lost all my money when I tried to become a businessman. I tried raising sheep, selling lumber, owning a woolen mill and starting a railroad company, but failed at everything. I sold some of the art I had collected in Europe in order to pay off my debts.

In 1864, when I was sixty-three years old, I published a book called Man and Nature: or, Physical Geography as Modified by Human Action. I tried to explain how human activities, such as farming, change the land in more ways that we had ever before imagined. I was most interested in showing how ‘clearing the land’ by cutting down all the trees changed the climate, the waterways and animal populations. My ideas were new then, but now scientists and historians agree that many of them are true. In fact some people say that I am the “father” of today’s conservation movement.
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