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What’s in the Basin?
Lake Champlain Fact Sheet
1. Which physiographic region of Vermont is the Champlain Basin in? Label this region on your blank map. _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

2. What is topography? _______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

3. Describe the topography of the Champlain Lowlands. __________________________

_________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
4. Names three bodies of water existed in the Champlain Basin long before the Lake Champlain. Were they freshwater or saltwater? ________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

5. The most recent Ice Age began about _______ million years ago! The Champlain Basin was covered in a glacier during this period. Describe how the glacier formed.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. As the climate warmed, the glacier retreated ___________ beyond the St. Lawrence River Valley. Label the St. Lawrence River Valley on your map.

7. What is meltwater? ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
8. The body of water that filled the Champlain Basin before Lake Champlain was called the Champlain Sea. It was a northern arm of the _________________ Ocean.

9. The Champlain Valley is described as “rebounding” from the weight of the glacier after the Ice Age ended. What does it mean for land to rebound? __________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

10. Once the Champlain Basin was closed off to the Ocean, it began to fill with freshwater. Where did the freshwater come from? Name two sources. _________________________

_________________________________________________________________

11.  Lake Champlain flows __________________ toward the Richelieu River and the St. Lawrence River beyond. Label these two rivers on your map.

12.  What is a tributary? _______________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. Name six major tributaries of Lake Champlain and label them on your map. __________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12. Identify one group of people who inhabited the area around Lake Champlain before it was settled by Europeans. Describe two important ways they depended on the Lake in their everyday lives. ______________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

12.  How old is Lake Champlain? __________________________________________

13. The first European to see Lake Champlain was reportedly _______________________ _________________ in 1609. Calculate how the long the Lake had existed at the time of his arrival. ____________________________________________________________

15. Lake Champlain includes five separate regions. Draw the boundaries and label them on your map and note which one you live nearest.

14. In its more recent history, Lake Champlain has been a strategic location for fortifications during wartime. Identify three forts that have existed on Lake Champlain and plot them on your map. Why do you think different groups of people were so eager to claim the Lake? 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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