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What’s in the Basin?
Champlain Sea Fact Sheet
1. Which physiographic region of Vermont is the Champlain Basin in? Label this region on your blank map. _____________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

2. What is topography? _______________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

3. Describe the topography of the Champlain Lowlands. __________________________

_________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4. Names two bodies of water existed in the Champlain Basin long before the Champlain Sea. Were they freshwater or saltwater? ________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

5. The most recent Ice Age began about _______ million years ago! The Champlain Basin was covered in a glacier during this period. Describe how and why the glacier formed.

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

6. As the climate warmed, the glacier retreated ___________ beyond the St. Lawrence River Valley. Label the St. Lawrence River Valley on your map and draw and label an arrow showing the direction of the glacier’s retreat.

7. What is meltwater? ________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________________
8. The glacier that had covered Vermont was thousands of feet thick and very heavy. How did the weight of the glacier affect the level of the land underneath it? ____________________ _________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

9. The Champlain Basin and the St. Lawrence River Valley were ______________ sea level.

10. Explain how the Champlain Sea formed. Where did the water come from? Was it saltwater or freshwater?  __________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

11. In 1849, the fossil remains of a ______________________ were discovered near Charlotte, Vermont. Label this site on your map. Why did this discovery prove that the Champlain Basin had once been filled with saltwater? ____________________ ____________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________

12. Name three other ocean fossils found in the Champlain Basin. _______________

____________________________________________________________

13.  The area around the Champlain Sea also supported the region’s first human dwellers, known as the Paleoindians or the Paleo people. Look up the word Paleo and write down the definition. __________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

14. For food, the Paleoindians hunted grazing animals such as ________________ and ________________. Add illustrations of these animals to your map.

15. The Champlain Valley is described as “rebounding” from the weight of the glacier after the Ice Age ended. What does it mean for land to rebound? ________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

16. What happened to the Champlain Sea when it surface rose higher than sea level? ____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

17. Compare the size of the Champlain Sea to Lake Vermont.  Which was bigger? ____________________
18. The Champlain Sea formed about 13,000 years ago and flowed back into the ocean about 16,000 years ago. Calculate how long the Champlain Sea existed. ___________
